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SEGMENT AGENDA

Notable federal polices and programs

Lay of the land

Opportunities & Plugging In 



LEGISLATION AND LAY OF THE LAND
Lay of the land

• Speaker election, debt ceiling, and more. 

Notables: 

• Disaster Survivors Fairness Act (H.R. 1796)

• FY 2024 Homeland Security Requests

• Resilient America Act  (H.R. 5689 – 117th Congress)

• Community Disaster Resilience Zones (CDRZ) Act (Public Law: 117-255) 



LEGISLATION AND LAY OF THE LAND CONT.
Notables Contd. (Regulatory)

• HUD CDBG-DR Program

• HUD Federal Flood Risk Management 
Standard

• FEMA National Advisory Council

• CDRZ Implementation

• IIJA/IRA Implementation



OPPORTUNITIES & PLUGGING IN 
Influencing Federal Policy

• AIA and personal regulatory comments, professional and personal advocacy

• Action Alerts

• Disaster Assistance Committee (DAC) and Resilience Adaptation and Resilience Strategy 
Group (RAd-AG)

• AIA.org

• Specs on the Union quarterly updates

• AIA resources and upcoming Resilience Design Toolkit release



Question and Answer
Blake Nanney: blakenanney@aia.org



Policy & Advocacy for 
Resilience

Ignacio Reyes, FAIA
Vice President, Chief Development Officer for LEO A DALY

2021 AIA Florida President



Legislative Day Activities 

How can we be 
heard?

Where can we 
focus our energy? 

How can we be 
successful?



Legislative Day Activities 

Our focus came 
from the strategic 

council and 
practice 

knowledge. 



2018 Legislative Day



2018 Legislative Session Results

• Although no legislation was enacted this session, this was 
the first year AIA Florida brought the five forms of 
flooding to the legislature at a time where climate change 
was a taboo topic.

• The issue was well-received on both sides of the aisle and 
the conversations set the table for future sessions.



2019 Legislative Day



2019 Legislative Session Results
• AIA Florida again brought the five forms of flooding to 

the legislature. This year bills were filed.

• SB 1056 by Sen. Jose Javier Rodriguez created the 
Florida Disaster Resilience Task Force. – DIED

• HB 1369 by Rep. Ben Diamond established the Florida 
Climate and Resiliency Research Program - DIED



2020 Legislative Day



2020 Legislative Session Results
Florida’s more than 8,000 miles of coastline continue to be threatened
by climate change and sea-level rise, and the Legislature considered
numerous bills related to climate change. The Legislature passed SB 178
by Sen. Jose Javier Rodriguez (D-Miami) and HB 579 by Rep. Vance
Aloupis (R-Miami), which require a sea-level impact projection (SLIP)
prior to moving forward with public infrastructure projects in coastal
areas. AIA Florida has long-supported this legislation, which requires a
public entity that commissions or manages a construction project within
the coastal building zone using funds. This provision becomes effective
one year after the Department of Environmental Protection’s rule
regarding SLIP studies is finalized.
As the bill passed, Rodriguez said, “This is an important bill, and an
important moment. It’s the first transformative piece of legislation that
we’re passing that relates to the impact of climate.” He went on to say,
“It’s been a long road with this bill … There are a few special thanks that
are well-merited, [including] the Florida Chapter of the American
Institute of Architects.”



2021 Legislative Day



2021 Legislative Session Results
• SB 278 by Sen. Jose Javier Rodriguez – Climate Health 

Planning – DIED

• SB 280 by Sen. Jose Javier Rodriguez – Climate Fiscal 
Responsibility – DIED

• HB 913 by Rep. Ben Diamond and Rep. Holly Raschein –
Florida Climate and Resiliency Research Program – DIED

• SB 1232 by Rep. Darryl Rouson – Florida Climate and 
Resiliency Research Program – DIED

• SB 7016 – Statewide Office of Resiliency – DIED (but we will 
see return)



2022 Legislative Day



2022 Legislative Session Results
• HB 7053  (companion to SB 1940 on our poster)-

Statewide Flooding and Sea Level Rise Resilience passes 
creating the Statewide Office of Resilience. AIA Florida 
leadership meets with CRO sharing our support of the 
establishment of the office.



Advocacy Continues

And the work 
doesn’t stop there. 

We remain 
engaged with the 

legislature and 
locally to promote 
polices that have 

impact
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Continues to build on SB 178 (2020)

Expands the requirement for public entities to conduct a SLIP study before
commencing construction within an area at risk due to sea level rise for “critical
assets” and “historical or cultural assets” 

Expands the Resilient Florida Grant Program to provide funding for:
Local governments for feasibility studies and permitting costs for nature-based
solutions that reduce the impact of flooding and SLR; and 
Water management districts to support local government adaptation planning

HB 111  
Flooding and Sea Level Rise Vulnerabil ity Studies 



HB 0881 

Amends the My Safe Florida Home Grant Program that was created in 2006 and
recently juiced with new funds in Special Session 2022D

Limits the single family home eligibility to only homesteaded properties

Increases the overall grant award for low-income recipients from $5,000 to $10,000

My Safe Florida Home Program



HB 0799 

Adopts policies that incentivize home-hardening efforts, including:
Requiring a property insurer’s residential rate filing must allow for appropriate
discounts for mitigation measures that reduce potential windstorm losses; 
Adds wind uplift prevention to the list of fixtures or construction techniques for
which an insurance provider must provide a discount, credit, or other rate
differential or an appropriate reduction in deductible.

Property Insurance



FUTURE
CHANGES
Legislation that
failed but will
be back

SB 810/ HB 1151 -
Financing

Improvements to Real
Property

SB 950/HB 669 -
Improvements to Real

Property

SB 1346/HB 1317 -
Unsafe Structures
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