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Tallahassee, Florida 32301

Course Description: The course provides an overview of what  an architect should be including 
on Construction Documents that will facilitate a road map for the plan reviewer, providing a 
shorter time period for issuing building permits.

The American institute of Architects – Course No. FHT22PCCCD/FBC990  ‐ This program qualifies for 2.0 
HSW/SD/LU Hours and Florida Advanced Building Code Requirement

AIA Florida is a Registered Provider with the American Institute of Architects Continuing Education System 
(AIA/CES). Credits earned upon completion of this program will be reported to AIA/CES for AIA Members.  
Certificates of Completion for both AIA members and non‐members are available upon request. This program is 
registered with AIA/CES for continuing professional education.  As such, it does not include content that may be 
deemed or construed to be an approved endorsement by the AIA of any material of construction or any method or 
manner of handling, using, distributing or dealing in any material product. 



Learning Objectives

At the end of this program, participants will be able to:

• Better able to understand that by having a competent reading of building code 
requirements, the prepared Construction Documents meet or exceed the standards of 
the codes;

• Show through graphic means that the architects’ Construction Documents meet the 
requirements for life safety, energy conservation, and constructability;

• Demonstrate through written explanations that the Construction Documents have 
analyzed the building for structural durability, fire safety, and sustainability;

• Provide Construction Documents to the authorities having jurisdiction that will on the 
architect’s side, provide the building’s owner’s quick review and approval saving time and 
money for all involved.
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What This Course Is‐

• A result of input from building officials and technically competent 
architects and engineers

• A presentation of basic code information required for expeditious reviews

• A guide in preparing better new commercial building Construction Documents

• A marketing tool once learned and input into your practice



Where do we Start?

The Florida Building Code, 
including

– Florida Building Code (FBC-B)
– Florida Accessibility Code (FBC-A)
– Florida Building Code – Energy 

Conservation (FBC-EC)
– Florida Building Code – Existing 

Building (FBC-E)
– Florida Building Code-Fuel Gas 

(FBC-G)
– Florida Building Code-Mechanical 

(FBC-M)
– Florida Building Code-Plumbing 

(FBC-P
– Florida Building Code-Residential 

(FBC-R)
– Florida Building Code-Test Protocols 

(FBC-T)



What Other References are Necessary

The Florida Fire Prevention Code
Incorporating

NFPA 1 and NFPA 101
(Florida Version of 2018)

And

National Electric Code (NFPA 70)
(2017 Version)



Chapter 1 – Scope & Administration

• Applies to all construction, alteration, enlargement, replacement, 
repair, equipment, use and occupancy, location, maintenance, removal 
and demolition of every building or structure or structure or any 
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and demolition of every building or structure or structure or any 
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• EXCEPTION:Detached one and two‐family dwellings and townhouses 
not more than three stories above grade plane in height, with a 
separate means of egress and their detached accessory uses not more 
than three stories above the grade plane in height shall comply with  
the Florida Building Code – Residential.

• The code is a minimum requirement. (FBC‐B 101.3)

• FS 481 establishes buildings requiring an architect & FS 553.79 
establishes construction requiring a permit.
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• SubSection 105.3.1.2 Professional Engineering required for:

– Plumbing for systems more than 250 fixture units or cost over $125,000.00
– Fire Sprinkler of more than 50 heads
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commercial or a value of more than $125,000.00
– Al public swimming pools or public bathing houses (FS 514)

• A permit application has 180 days to be pursued or is considered 
abandoned (105.3.2)
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Chapter 1 – Submittal Documents

• Submittal documents signed & sealed by a registered design 
professional in accordance with FS 471 and/or 481(FBC‐B 107; FFPC 
1.14):

– Construction Documents
– Statement of special inspections
– Geotechnical reports
– Any other information required by the AHJ (FBC‐B 107.1)

• Construction Document requirements:
– Dimensioned drawings on suitable material or electronic format (107.2.1)
– Fire protection shop drawings (107.2.2)
– Means of egress (107.2.3)
– Exterior wall envelope (107.2.4)
– Exterior balcony and walking surfaces (107.2.5)
– Site Plan, including design flood elevations (107.2.6)
– Structural information (107.2.7)
– Deferred submittals (107.3.4.1)



• Commercial Buildings (FBC‐B 107.3.5):
– Site Requirements (107.3.5.1)
– Occupancy Group and special requirements (FBC‐B Ch 3 & 4; FFPC Ch 6)
– Minimum Type of Construction (FBC‐B Table 601)
– Height and Area Allowances (FBC‐B Tables 504.3, 504.4 & 506.2)
– Building Area Modifications (FBC‐B 506)
– Fire‐resistance construction requirements (FBC‐B Ch 7; FFPC 12.3)
– Fire suppression & protection system (FBC‐B Ch 9; FFPC Ch 12 & 13)
– Life safety systems (FBC‐B Ch 9; FFPC 10.1.2; and NFPA 101)
– Occupant load/egress requirements (FBC‐B Ch 10 and Table1004.5; FFPC Ch 14; 

NFPA 101 Table 7.3.1.2)
– Structural roof & roof‐top structure requirements (FBC‐B Chapters 15 & 16)
– Materials included (FBC‐B Chapters 19 – 26)
– Accessibility (FBC‐Accessibility)
– Interior requirements & Environment (FBC‐B Chapters 8 & 12; FFPC 12.5)
– Special systems [elevators, escalators, lift] (FBC‐B Chapter 30; FFPC 11.3)
– Swimming Pools (FBC‐B Chapter 4)
– Location and installation details

Chapter 1 – Minimum Plan Review Criteria



• Establishes meaning of terms used in code

• Terms need to be used correctly on documents

• Definitions for the Florida Building Code & Fire Prevention Code

Chapter 2 – Definitions



• Chapter 3 FBC-B,     
• Cross Referenced 

with FFPC, CH 6
• Coordinate with 

Chapter 4 for 
special 
requirements of 
use(s)

• Assembly-303
• Business-304
• Educational-305
• Factory | Industrial-306
• High Hazard-307
• Institutional-308
• Mercantile-309
• Residential-310
• Storage-311
• Utility | Maintenance-312

Determine the Building’s Occupancy



• Certain Occupancies have special requirements
• Refer to Chapter 4 FBC-B

Special Detailed Requirements ‐ Occupancy



Hypothetical Project

Strip Shopping Center (10,000 gsf)
Developer: Design it with wood truss roof!

Provide most flexibility in Tenant Improvements
No Sprinklers



• Table 504.3

Construction Class & Allowable Height & Area



• Table 504.4 (partial)

Construction Class & Allowable Height & Area



• Table 506.2 (partial)

Construction Class & Allowable Height & Area



Construction Class & Allowable Height & Area



Allowable Area Increase

FBC-B 506.3.2 Frontage Increase
I  =[F/P-0.25]W/30

I  =[(500/500) – 0.25] [(30x200 + 24x50 + 20x250)/500] /30
I  = (.75) (.81) (100)

I  = 60.75%
Allowable Area = 9,000 x 1.6075 = 14,468* sf Allowable

* Mercantile Use over 12,000 GSF may require sprinklers (FBC-B 903.2.7)

f
f

f
f



• Table 508.4

Required Separation of Occupancies (Hours)



• FBC-B Chapter 6
Table 601 – Fire-Resistance 

Rating Requirements for 
Building Elements

Table 602 – Fire-Resistance 
Rating Requirements for 
Exterior Walls Based on 
Fire Separation Distance

Determine the Building’s  Construction Class



• FBC-B Chapter 6
Table 601 – Fire-Resistance 

Rating Requirements for 
Building Elements

Table 602 – Fire-Resistance 
Rating Requirements for 
Exterior Walls Based on 
Fire Separation Distance

• Types I and II primarily 
non-combustible, but 
there are exceptions

Determine the Building’s  Construction Class



• FBC-B Chapter 6
Table 601 – Fire-Resistance 

Rating Requirements for 
Building Elements

Table 602 – Fire-Resistance 
Rating Requirements for 
Exterior Walls Based on 
Fire Separation Distance

• Types I and II primarily 
non-combustible, but 
there are exceptions

• Type III exterior wall non-
combustible, interior any 
permitted material
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• FBC-B Chapter 6
Table 601 – Fire-Resistance 

Rating Requirements for 
Building Elements

Table 602 – Fire-Resistance 
Rating Requirements for 
Exterior Walls Based on 
Fire Separation Distance

• Types I and II primarily 
non-combustible, but 
there are exceptions

• Type III exterior wall non-
combustible, interior any 
permitted material

• Type IV non-combustible 
exterior wall, heavy 
timber interior

Determine the Building’s  Construction Class



• FBC-B Chapter 6
Table 601 – Fire-Resistance 

Rating Requirements for 
Building Elements

Table 602 – Fire-Resistance 
Rating Requirements for 
Exterior Walls Based on 
Fire Separation Distance

• Types I and II primarily 
non-combustible

• Type III exterior wall non-
combustible, interior any 
permitted material

• Type IV non-combustible 
exterior wall, heavy 
timber interior

• Type V any material 
permitted by code

Determine the Building’s  Construction Class



• Table 601

Construction Class & Allowable Height & Area



• Table 602

Construction Class & Allowable Height & Area



Allowable Openings and Protection
• Table 705.8 - Maximum Area of Exterior Wall Openings based on Fire 

Separation Distance and Degree of Opening Protection



• Fire Resistant Ratings of Structural Members (FBC-B 704; 
FFPC 12.1-12.3 )

• Exterior Walls & Fire Walls (FBC-B 705/706; FFPC 12.7-12.9)

• Fire Barriers (FBC-B 707; FFPC 12.7)

• Fire Partitions (FBC-B 708: FFPC 12.7)

• Smoke Barriers & Partitions (FBC-B 709 & 710; FFPC 12.8 & 
12.9)

• Floor & Roof Assemblies (FBC-B 711) 

• Vertical Openings (FBC-B 712; FFPC 12.4)

• Shaft Enclosures (FBC-B 713; FFPC Ch 12)

• Penetrations of Rated Walls (FBC-B 714; FFPC 12.7-12.9)

• Fire-resistant Joint Systems (FBC-B 715; FFPC 12.3.2)

Fire & Smoke Protection Features



• Protected Openings (FBC-B 716; FFPC 12.7-12.9)

• Ducts & Transfer Openings (FBC-B 717; FFPC 12.8.5 & 12.9.5)

• Concealed Spaces (FBC-B 718) 

• Requirements for Plaster (FBC-B 719)

• Thermal & Sound-Insulating Materials (FBC-720)

Fire & Smoke Protection Features

Interior Finishes

• Chapter 8 Based upon Occupancy



• Automatic Sprinkler Systems (FBC-B 903 & 904; FFPC 13.3)

• Stand Pipe Systems (FBC-B 905; FFPC 13.2)

• Portable Fire Extinguishers (FBC-B 906; FFPC 13.6)

• Hazard Classification (FFPC 13.6; NFPA 101-6.2.2.3)

• Fire & Emergency Alarm Systems (FBC-B 907 & 908; FFPC 
13.7 & 13.8)

• Smoke Control Systems (FBC-B 909) 

Fire Suppression Systems



• Area Calculations-Gross, Net, Means of Egress (FBC-B   
Ch 2)

Means of Egress
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• Occupant Load (Table 1004.5; FFPC Table 14.8.1.2; NFPA 101-Table 
7.3.1.2)

• Means of Egress Sizing, Doors & Arrangement (FBC-B 
1005-1007; FFPC 14.8-14.11; NFPA 101-7.2, 7.3.3)

• Common Path of Travel (FBC-B Table 1006.2.1; NFPA 101- Ch 12-
42 [even numbers])
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• Area Calculations-Gross, Net, Means of Egress (FBC-B   
Ch 2)

• Occupant Load (Table 1004.5 FFPC Table 14.8.1.2; NFPA 101-Table 
7.3.1.2)

• Means of Egress Sizing, Doors & Arrangement (FBC-B 
1005-1007; FFPC 14.8-14.11; NFPA 101-7.2, 7.3.3.1)

• Common Path of Travel (FBC-B Table 1006.2.1; NFPA 101- Ch 12-
42 [even numbers])

• Means of Egress Illumination (FBC-B 1008; FFPC 14.12; NFPA 
101-7.8-7.9)

Means of Egress



• Area Calculations-Gross, Net, Means of Egress (FBC-B   
Ch 2)

• Occupant Load (Table 1004.5; FFPC Table 14.8.1.2; NFPA 101-Table 
7.3.1.2)

• Means of Egress Sizing, Doors & Arrangement (FBC-B 
1005-1007; FFPC 14.8-14.11; NFPA 101-7.2, 7.3.3.1)

• Common Path of Travel (FBC-B Table 1006.2.1; NFPA 101- Ch 12-
42 [even numbers]))

• Means of Egress Illumination (FBC-B 1008; FFPC 14.12; NFPA 
101-7.8-7.9)

• Doors (FBC-B 1010; FFPC 14.5; NFPA 101-7.2.1)

Means of Egress



• Area Calculations-Gross, Net, Means of Egress (FBC-B   
Ch 2)

• Occupant Load (Table 1004.5; FFPC Table 14.8.1.2; NFPA 101-Table 
7.3.1.2)

• Means of Egress Sizing, Doors & Arrangement (FBC-B 
1005-1007; FFPC 14.8-14.11; NFPA 101-7.2, 7.3.3.1)

• Common Path of Travel (FBC-B Table 1006.2.1; NFPA 101- Ch 12-
42 [even numbers]))

• Means of Egress Illumination (FBC-B 1008; FFPC 14.12; NFPA 
101-7.8-7.9)

• Doors, Gates & Turnstiles (FBC-B 1010; FFPC 14.5; NFPA 101-
7.2.1)

• Stairs (FBC-B 1011;1019 & 1023; FFPC 14.6; NFPA 101-7.2.2)

Means of Egress



• Area Calculations-Gross, Net, Means of Egress (FBC-B   
Ch 2)

• Occupant Load (Table 1004.5; FFPC Table 14.8.1.2; NFPA 101-Table 
7.3.1.2)

• Means of Egress Sizing, Doors & Arrangement (FBC-B 
1005-1007; FFPC 14.8-14.11; NFPA 101-7.2, 7.3.3.1)

• Common Path of Travel (FBC-B Table 1006.2.1; NFPA 101- Ch 12-
42 [even numbers]))

• Means of Egress Illumination (FBC-B 1008; FFPC 14.12; NFPA 
101-7.8-7.9)

• Doors, Gates & Turnstiles (FBC-B 1010; FFPC 14.5; NFPA 101-
7.2.1)

• Stairs (FBC-B 1011;1019 & 1023; FFPC 14.6; NFPA 101-7.2.2)

Means of Egress



Means of Egress

• Exit Access Travel Distance (FBC-B 1017; NFPA 101- Ch 12-42 
[even numbers])

• Corridors (FBC-B 1020; FFPC 14.2; NFPA 101-8.3)

• Exits (FBC-B 1022; FFPC 14.11; NFPA 101-7.10.1.2)

• Exit Passageways (FBC-B 1024; FFPC 14.7)

• Horizontal Exits (FBC-B 1026; FFPC 14.7; NFPA 7.3)

• Exterior Stairs & Ramps (FBC-B 1027; NFPA 101-7.2; FBC-A)

• Exit Discharge (FBC-B 1028; FFPC 14.11; NFPA 7.3)

• Assembly Uses (FBC-B 1029; NFPA 101-Ch 12)



• Building Envelope & Exterior Walls (FBC-B Chs 14 & 15)

Other Code Considerations



• Building Envelope & Exterior Walls (FBC-B Chs 14 & 15)

• Structural Construction Documents (FBC-B 1603)
– Floor & Roof Live and Dead Loads (FBC-B 1606 & 1607)
– Wind Design (FBC-B 1609)

• Risk Category (FBC-B Table 1604.5)
• Ultimate Design Wind Speed (Vult – FBC-B 1609.3)
• Wind Exposure | Surface Roughness (FBC-B 1609.4)
• Internal Pressure (ASCE 7)
• Design Pressures for Components & Cladding (ASCE 7)
• Geotechnical Information
• Flood Loads (FBC-B 1612)

Other Code Considerations



• Building Envelope & Exterior Walls (FBC-B Chs 14 & 15)

• Product Approval Data (Miami-Dade, Florida Approval Systems)

– Note Design Responsibility

Other Code Considerations



• Through Penetration Assemblies (UL, Hilti) (FBC-B 714; ASTM 
E814)
– Design Responsibility Note

Other Code Considerations



• Through Penetration Assemblies (UL, Hilti) (FBC-B 714; ASTM 
E814)
– Design Responsibility Note

• Accessible Mounting Heights (FBC-A)

Other Code Considerations



• Through Penetration Assemblies (UL, Hilti) (FBC-B 714; ASTM 
E814)
– Design Responsibility Note

• Accessible Mounting Heights (FBC-A)

• Plumbing Fixture Count (FBC-P Ch 4)

Other Code Considerations



• Through Penetration Assemblies (UL, Hilti) (FBC-B 714; ASTM 
E814)
– Design Responsibility Note

• Accessible Mounting Heights (FBC-A)

• Plumbing Fixture Count (FBC-P Ch 4)

• Soil Conditions | Analysis (FBC-B 1803)

Other Code Considerations



• Through Penetration Assemblies (UL, Hilti) (FBC-B 714; ASTM 
E814)
– Design Responsibility Note

• Accessible Mounting Heights (FBC-A)

• Plumbing Fixture Count (FBC-P Ch 4)

• Soil Conditions | Analysis (FBC-B 1803)

• Termite Protection (FBC-B 1816)

Other Code Considerations



• Through Penetration Assemblies (UL, Hilti) (FBC-B 714; ASTM 
E814)
– Design Responsibility Note

• Accessible Mounting Heights (FBC-A)

• Plumbing Fixture Count (FBC-P Ch 4)

• Soil Conditions | Analysis (FBC-B 1803)

• Termite Protection (FBC-B 1816)

• Threshold Inspections (FBC-B 107.3.5)
– Architect and/or Engineer Role

Other Code Considerations



•   Through Penetration Assemblies (UL, Hilti) (FBC-B 714; ASTM   
E814)

– Design Responsibility Note

• Accessible Mounting Heights (FBC-A)

• Plumbing Fixture Count (FBC-P Ch 4)

• Soil Conditions | Analysis (FBC-B 1803)

• Termite Protection (FBC-B 1816)

• Threshold Inspections (FBC-B 107.3.5)
– Architect and/or Engineer Role

• Life Safety Plan (NFPA Chapter 170)

Other Code Considerations



• Through Penetration Assemblies (UL, Hilti) (FBC-B 714; ASTM 
E814)
– Design Responsibility Note

• Accessible Mounting Heights (FBC-A)

• Plumbing Fixture Count (FBC-P Ch 4)

• Soil Conditions | Analysis (FBC-B 1803)

• Termite Protection (FBC-B 1816)

• Threshold Inspections (FBC-B 107.3.5)
– Architect and/or Engineer Role

• Life Safety Plan (NFPA Chapter 170)

• Special Provisions | Deferred Submittals

Other Code Considerations



• Through Penetration Assemblies (UL, Hilti) (FBC-B 714; ASTM 
E814)
– Design Responsibility Note

• Accessible Mounting Heights (FBC-A)

• Plumbing Fixture Count (FBC-P Ch 4)

• Soil Conditions | Analysis (FBC-B 1803)

• Termite Protection (FBC-B 1806)

• Threshold Inspections (FBC-B 107.3.5)
– Architect and/or Engineer Role

• Life Safety Plan (NFPA Chapter 170)

• Special Provisions | Deferred Permits
• M | E | P Provisions

Other Code Considerations



HOW DO WE PUT IT 
ALL TOGETHER?



General Information



Index of Drawings

•  Code Compliance 
Data & Drawings 
immediately after Index 
Sheet

•  Drawings as per Ch1, 
FBC-B

•  Openings Schedule



Code Compliance Data Sheet



Code Analysis – Basic Code Information

PROJECT SCOPE: Be as specific as possible in describing the project.

APPLICABLE CODES: Describe the major codes that the building is
designed to meet. Sub-codes and standards are spelled out within the
major code. List year and edition for clarity.



Code Analysis – Wind Load Design

WIND LOADS: Consult wind load maps (FBC-B Ch 16 & ASCE 7-16)
for wind speeds. Provide structural engineer with architectural
parameters. Secure information regarding wind design from structural
engineer.



Code Analysis – Occupancy & Construction

OCCUPANCY CLASSIFICATION: Determine from definitions of types in FBC-B 
Chapter 3 and NFPA 101, specific chapter for use.

CONSTRUCTION CLASSIFICATION: Determine from FBC-B Table 506.2; 
FFPC Chapter 12 and NFPA 220. 

Cross reference with FBC-B Tables 504.3 and 504.4, 601 & 602
* Sprinkler system should be specified especially for multi-family projects 
(NFPA 13 versus 13R)



Construction Class & Allowable Height & Area

HEIGHT: Determine from FBC-B Tables 504.3a, 504.3b and 504.4

AREA: Determine from FBC-B Table 506.2

Cross reference with FBC-B Tables 601 & 602
Coordinate with local zoning ordinance as to allowable height

*Specify if the uses are Accessory, Non-separated Occupancies or 
Separated Occupancies in accordance with FBC-B 508.



Occupant Load & Occupancy Separation

OCCUPANT LOAD: Determine whether the load factors are based
upon net or gross square footage. Calculate as per the requirements of
FBC-B Table 1004 and NFPA 101-Table 7.3.1.2.

Load factors will be needed to determine the required number of
plumbing fixtures.

OCCUPNACY SEPARATION: NFPA 101 usually more restrictive then
FBC-B. Refer to NFPA 101-Chapter 6 as basis of design



Egress Requirements

EGRESS SIZING: Determines egress width for stairs, corridors and
doors. Determine from FBC-B 1005.3.1 & 2; NFPA 101-Table 7.3.3.1

COMMON PATH of TRAVEL: Maximum distance before two means of
egress are required. FBC-B Table 1006.2.1 & NFPA 101-Ch’s 12-42

DOOR SIZE: FBC-B 1010.1.1, NFPA 101-7.2.1.2.3.2 and FBC-A



Egress Requirements

STAIRWAYS: Determines clear width between handrails; FBC-B
1011.2 & NFPA 101-7.2.2.2.1.2

TRAVEL DISTANCE: Determines maximum distance from the most
remote spot in building to Exit Discharge. FBC-B 1017.2 and NFPA
Ch’s 12-42



Hazard Classification

HAZARD CLASSIFICATION: Basis of design for various fire
suppression systems including sprinklers. NFPA 101-6.2



Wind Load Design Criteria



Wind Load Design Criteria

Verify all of these conditions with your structural engineer or have the
engineer supply the design criteria. Tables found in FBC-B Chapter 16
and FBC-R Chapter 3.



Gravity Loads

GRAVITY LOADS: FBC-B Chapter 16

SOIL BEARING PRESSURE: Geotechnical report



Miscellaneous Provisions

Add any additional provisions that could potentially require further
clarification by the plans examiner(s).



Plumbing Fixtures



Fire Resistance



Product Approvals



Product Approvals

• DISCLAIMER
– Disavow product design responsibility
– Accept responsibility for meeting the code

• SAMPLE LANGUAGE: “Products identified in the PRODUCT
APPROVAL SCHEDULE are the direct result of the product’s
manufacturer in designing, testing and gaining approval for
the product meeting the requirements of the Florida Building
Code. By signing and sealing this document, the Architect is
accepting responsibility for the selection of the product in
meeting the requirements of the Florida Building Code, but not
for the responsibility of the product itself.

• CONSULT YOUR ATTORNEY



Typical Mounting Heights



Wind Load Diagram:



NFPA 170:



Occupancy Separation Diagram:

Building cross-section indicated occupancy groups and how the
separation is accomplished.



Occupancy Separation Diagram:

•  Identify 
Occupancy 
Classifications

•  Use appropriate 
rating symbol(s)

•  Identify 
Separation 
Assembly



Code Compliance Plan:



Code Compliance Plan:



Code Compliance Plan: Occupancy Load

•  Room (Space) Name

•  Room (Space) Number

•  Occupant Load

•  Area of Room (Space)

•  Occupant Load Factor

Information from FBC-B Table 1004.1 &
NFPA 101 – 7.3.1.2. Organization  of 
Information per NFPA 170



Code Compliance Plan: Exit Information

•  Heavy Line-weight (Green) 
Exit Type Indicator

•  Exit Identification Number

•  Maximum Occupant Load 
of Exit

•  Occupants Served by Exit

Organization  of Information per NFPA 
170



Code Compliance Plan: Travel Distance

•  Distance to Required Exits 
(in Feet)

•  > (from NFPA 170)

•  Exit Location

•  Identify Common Path of 
Travel (CP) if Applicable

Organization  of Information per NFPA 
170



Code Compliance Plan: Miscellaneous Info

•  Exit Signs

•  Audible & Visual Alarms

•  Fire Alarm Pull Stations

•  Fire Extinguisher Locations – Radius Served

•  Location of Exits (Separation Distance)



Code Compliance Plan (Life Safety Plan)



Code Compliance Plan (Life Safety Plan)



Code Compliance Plan (Life Safety Plan)



Through‐penetration Assemblies



Through‐penetration Assemblies

•  Group with Code Data

•  Provide Authority Note



Through‐penetration Assemblies

• DISCLAIMER
– Disavow product design responsibility
– Accept responsibility for meeting the code

• SAMPLE LANGUAGE: “Products identified in the THRU-
PENETRATION ASSEMBLY SCHEDULE are the direct result
of the product’s manufacturer in designing, testing and gaining
approval for the product meeting the requirements of the
Florida Building Code. By signing and sealing this document,
the Architect is accepting responsibility for the selection of the
product in meeting the requirements of the Florida Building
Code, but not for the responsibility of the product itself.

• CONSULT YOUR ATTORNEY



Rated Assemblies ‐ Partitions



Rated Assemblies ‐ Partitions



Rated Assemblies – Floor | Ceiling



Openings



Openings



Site Requirements

• Site Access | Accessible Routes (FBC-A 206 & 402)

• Parking (FBC-A 208, 502 )

• Fire Access (FFPC 18.2)

• Fire Hydrant | Water Supply | Post Valve Indicators (FFPC 18.3)

• Building Separation (Assumed Property Lines) (FBC-B 705.3)

• Flood Hazard | Flood Zones | Design Flood Elevation (FBC-B
107.2.5)



Special Systems

• Stairs (FBC-B 1011; NFPA 101 – 7.2.2)

• Elevators (FBC-A 407; FBC-B Ch 30)

• Escalators | Moving Walkways (FBC-B 3004)

• Platform Lifts (FBC-A 410)



Interiors

• Interior Finishes [Flame Spread | Smoke Developed] (FBC-B Ch8;
NFPA 101 – Chs by Occupancy)

• Ventilation (FBC-B 1203)

• Light(FBC-B 1205)

• Sanitation (FBC-B 1210)



Swimming Pools

• Barriers (FBC-B 454.1.3.1.9)

• Spas (FBC-B 454.1.8)

• Wading Pools | Interactive Water Features (FBC-B 454.1.7)



Existing Buildings

• Design Methodology [Prescriptive, Work Area or Performance]
(FBC-E 301.1)

• Must use one of the three methods above

• Occupancy (FBC-E 302.5; FBC-B Ch 3)

• Classification of Work
– Repairs (FBC-E CH 4)
– Level 1 (FBC-E 602, Ch 7)
– Level 2 (FBC-E 603, Chs 7 & 8)
– Level 3 (FBC-E 604, Chs 7, 8 & 9)

• Change of Occupancy (FBC-E 506, 605, CH 10 & FFPC 10.3.4)

• Additions (FBC-E 606, CH 11)



Existing Buildings

• Prescriptive Design Methodology (FBC-E Ch 5; FFPC
4.3.1)
– Simplest method for compliance with FBC
– A “recipe” for the work – material & installation
– Relies on visual inspection & enforcement
– Least cost solution



Existing Buildings

• Work Area Design Methodology (FBC-E Chs 7-13)
– Portion or portion(s) of building worked on
– Excludes other portions of building where

incidental work entailed by intended work
must be performed

– Work not initially intended by Owner, but 
specifically required by this code



Existing Buildings

• Performance Design Methodology (FBC-E Ch 14)
– Increases (exceeds) the Prescriptive Code
– Allows for creative solutions
– Does not require full compliance FBC-E Chs 5-13
– Must comply with FFPC & flood hazard provisions
– Compliance determined by Building Official
– Structural Investigation & Evaluation required

• Fire Safety
• Means of Egress
• General Safety

– Scorecard used to determine approval
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