
 
 

ARE 5.0 STUDY RESOURCES 
 

FREE: 

- Amberbook YouTube Videos 
 https://www.youtube.com/user/professorermann 

 

- Hyperfine YouTube Videos, Blog, and links to other resources 
https://www.youtube.com/c/HyperfineArchitecture 
https://hyperfinearchitecture.com/blog/ 
https://hyperfinearchitecture.com/are5-free-study-material/ 

 
- Young Architect YouTube Videos 
  https://www.youtube.com/c/Youngarchitect 

 
- Black Spectacles YouTube Videos 
  https://www.youtube.com/c/Blackspectacles 

 

- Schiff Hardin Lectures 
https://archive.org/details/hanahan-schiff-hardin-professional-practice-lecture-series-2019 
If you are a podcast-type person and can multitask, these lectures are a great learning resource. 

 
- Jenny’s Notes: these are referenced by other resources such as Amber book and Hyperfine 

https://arendurance.wordpress.com/study-guides/ 
The notes are PDF documents that can be downloaded from the website. They were originally made 
for ARE 4.0, but the information is still applicable for 5.0. 

 
- Karin’s Notes 

https://arevisuallearning.gumroad.com/l/DnOkN 
All you must do is purchase them for $0 and provide an email. Then you can download her 18-page 
study guide for free. This study guide is recommended by Hyperfine. The study guide is handwritten 
and has several graphics for anyone who is a visual learner. 

 
- ArchiZam 

https://www.archizam.com/ 
There are free 10-question questions for each exam, free 10-question quizzes on each contract, and 
for purchase study guides and monthly memberships. This source is recommended by Hyperfine. 

http://www.youtube.com/user/professorermann
http://www.youtube.com/c/HyperfineArchitecture
http://www.youtube.com/c/Youngarchitect
http://www.youtube.com/c/Blackspectacles
http://www.archizam.com/
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- Designer Hacks Free Quizzes https://designerhacks.com/pcm/ 
Under the main menu, select practice exams-free-ARE 5.0. There is a 25-question free practice exam 
for each division of the exam. 
 
- NCARB Handbook for the AREs 

https://www.ncarb.org/sites/default/files/ARE5-Handbook.pdf 
 

- AIA Contracts (PCM, PJM, CE) 
https://www.aiacontracts.org/ 
 

- 2010 ADA Standards for Accessibility 
https://www.ada.gov/2010ADAstandards_index.htm 
Chapters 3,4, and 5 are the most relevant 
 

- IBC 2018 
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/IBC2018 
Chapters 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, and 11 are the most relevant 
 

- MEEB Flashcards 
http://www.aiafla.org/upload_documents/MEEB_Flashcards_Combined.pdf  

 
- Quizlet 

You can access this through the website or download the App. Caution: any flashcards made are all 
made by people studying for these tests. Use this study resource with caution and make sure you verify 
that what you are studying is correct. 

 
- Spreadsheet of Resources by BYoung Design : https://s3.amazonaws.com/kajabi-storefronts-

production/file-uploads/sites/2147569190/downloads/dfe0ae2-80d3-6ba0-ae36-
4a3118d64b0_BYD_ARE-Resources_240215.pdf 
 

- https://hyperfinearchitecture.com/are5-free-study-material/ 
 
- https://www.archtoolbox.com (There's a lot on this page that if you just click around, you'll find 

resources) 
 
- https://arestudyguidepodcast.com 
 
- Award Winning Architecture Firm | BYoung Design | San Diego 
 
- https://rmsmstudio.com 
 
Youtube Chanels + Playlist: 
- https://www.youtube.com/c/Youngarchitect 
- https://www.youtube.com/c/Blackspectacles 
- https://www.youtube.com/@thefuturofdesign 
- PDD playlist -  https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLQF_7sBodJ0-OSiNOq1g-

kDtBuJvGVcBL&si=W5lYB_XdT8qXCkWa 

https://www.ncarb.org/sites/default/files/ARE5-Handbook.pdf
https://www.aiacontracts.org/
https://www.ada.gov/2010ADAstandards_index.htm
http://www.aiafla.org/upload_documents/MEEB_Flashcards_Combined.pdf
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__s3.amazonaws.com_kajabi-2Dstorefronts-2Dproduction_file-2Duploads_sites_2147569190_downloads_dfe0ae2-2D80d3-2D6ba0-2Dae36-2D4a3118d64b0-5FBYD-5FARE-2DResources-5F240215.pdf&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=sTmEzGw0rqf2oKSDQl2fINfYzJ8AnI2Qk9HEnzCa084&m=rnWa2Z-SAWzHFfBVvpH4wyV5CHrlczKMI50B11aQqPqNHNxLwP5Bp6yzj7rVl9aU&s=2E8N1oL9iYRmk-V3SikVxBB5eWdJRwORFv_Eu1mdq_A&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__s3.amazonaws.com_kajabi-2Dstorefronts-2Dproduction_file-2Duploads_sites_2147569190_downloads_dfe0ae2-2D80d3-2D6ba0-2Dae36-2D4a3118d64b0-5FBYD-5FARE-2DResources-5F240215.pdf&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=sTmEzGw0rqf2oKSDQl2fINfYzJ8AnI2Qk9HEnzCa084&m=rnWa2Z-SAWzHFfBVvpH4wyV5CHrlczKMI50B11aQqPqNHNxLwP5Bp6yzj7rVl9aU&s=2E8N1oL9iYRmk-V3SikVxBB5eWdJRwORFv_Eu1mdq_A&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__s3.amazonaws.com_kajabi-2Dstorefronts-2Dproduction_file-2Duploads_sites_2147569190_downloads_dfe0ae2-2D80d3-2D6ba0-2Dae36-2D4a3118d64b0-5FBYD-5FARE-2DResources-5F240215.pdf&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=sTmEzGw0rqf2oKSDQl2fINfYzJ8AnI2Qk9HEnzCa084&m=rnWa2Z-SAWzHFfBVvpH4wyV5CHrlczKMI50B11aQqPqNHNxLwP5Bp6yzj7rVl9aU&s=2E8N1oL9iYRmk-V3SikVxBB5eWdJRwORFv_Eu1mdq_A&e=
https://hyperfinearchitecture.com/are5-free-study-material/
https://www.archtoolbox.com/
https://arestudyguidepodcast.com/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.byoungdesign.com_&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=sTmEzGw0rqf2oKSDQl2fINfYzJ8AnI2Qk9HEnzCa084&m=rnWa2Z-SAWzHFfBVvpH4wyV5CHrlczKMI50B11aQqPqNHNxLwP5Bp6yzj7rVl9aU&s=OysYlpwQPXefWX1bjQC9IgMJc8rGMU1fjK7Lahk-Ceg&e=
https://rmsmstudio.com/
https://www.youtube.com/c/Youngarchitect
https://www.youtube.com/c/Blackspectacles
https://www.youtube.com/@thefuturofdesign
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__youtube.com_playlist-3Flist-3DPLQF-5F7sBodJ0-2DOSiNOq1g-2DkDtBuJvGVcBL-26si-3DW5lYB-5FXdT8qXCkWa&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=sTmEzGw0rqf2oKSDQl2fINfYzJ8AnI2Qk9HEnzCa084&m=rnWa2Z-SAWzHFfBVvpH4wyV5CHrlczKMI50B11aQqPqNHNxLwP5Bp6yzj7rVl9aU&s=_Ed6mzeP8ieKcUnBQ8xIYcKZla80RTxE4jQBQ6FSZ1c&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__youtube.com_playlist-3Flist-3DPLQF-5F7sBodJ0-2DOSiNOq1g-2DkDtBuJvGVcBL-26si-3DW5lYB-5FXdT8qXCkWa&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=sTmEzGw0rqf2oKSDQl2fINfYzJ8AnI2Qk9HEnzCa084&m=rnWa2Z-SAWzHFfBVvpH4wyV5CHrlczKMI50B11aQqPqNHNxLwP5Bp6yzj7rVl9aU&s=_Ed6mzeP8ieKcUnBQ8xIYcKZla80RTxE4jQBQ6FSZ1c&e=
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- PPD playlist - 
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLQF_7sBodJ09ZYtgBT3EJ6LpUMGvBouLO&si=M7pfiAG4omr2uh4R 

 
 
 
 

FOR PURCHASE: 

- Hyperfine Courses: one-time purchase of each course 
https://hyperfinearchitecture.com/ 

All Exams: $149 | PCM/PJM: $45 | PDD/PPD: $45 | PA: $40 | CE: $40 
Work courses are like homework assignments and are broken up into weeks. There are 
coordinating PDFs and videos to help learn. 

 
- Amber book Courses: monthly subscription service 

https://www.amber-book.com/ 
Individual Monthly Subscription: $390 | Firm Yearly License are offered as well. 

The course consists mostly of videos and is broken into subjects instead of individual exams. 
There are also flashcards, panic notes, and practice exams. 

 
- Black Spectacles: monthly subscription service 

https://go.blackspectacles.com/?hsLang=en 
Individual monthly subscription: $124-$232 
The course consists of video lectures, practice exams, digital flashcards, and virtual workshops 

 
- PPI to Pass: monthly subscription service 

https://ppi2pass.com/are-exam 
Monthly subscription: $40 (for each course) 
Flashcards, study games, huge question banks, quizzes, full-length exams, and case studies. 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__youtube.com_playlist-3Flist-3DPLQF-5F7sBodJ09ZYtgBT3EJ6LpUMGvBouLO-26si-3DM7pfiAG4omr2uh4R&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=sTmEzGw0rqf2oKSDQl2fINfYzJ8AnI2Qk9HEnzCa084&m=rnWa2Z-SAWzHFfBVvpH4wyV5CHrlczKMI50B11aQqPqNHNxLwP5Bp6yzj7rVl9aU&s=xPly9_Uzfw6tZFDCBTPC8aGHt2ZFSumbnR5pCDuxViI&e=
http://www.amber-book.com/
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- ArchiZam 
https://www.archizam.com/ 
Digital/Printable Study Guide (one-time purchase): $5.00 
Weekly Membership: $9 | Monthly Membership: $19 | One-Time Purchase: $65 
Hundreds of study questions and quizzes for all 6 divisions. 

 
- Designer Hack Courses 

https://designerhacks.com/course/ 
Each Division: $39 (one-time purchase for access) 

The courses consist of practice exams and quizzes. The questions banks for each division range 
between 250-350 questions, so there is some good variety. 

 
NOTE: ALL OF THESE PRICES MAY VARY DEPENDING ON WHEN THIS INFORMATION WAS GATHERED. 
PRICES ABOVE ARE ONLY AN APPROXIMATE. 

 
 

SOME RECOMMENDED BOOKS 
 

https://www.archizam.com/
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