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AIA Florida Recognizes Architect of Extreme Makeover: Home Edition 
Tallahassee architect logs hundreds of hours on project.
Tallahassee, FL – The Florida Association of the American Institute of Architects (AIA Florida) recently recognized Mark Tarmey, AIA, for his contributions as the architect for ABC’s Extreme Makeover: Home Edition in Tallahassee. 
“His spirit of service and volunteerism is to be admired,” said AIA Florida President, Steve Jernigan, AIA, LEED AP. “Mark and his team serve as great role model for the type of service architects can offer Florida’s communities.”

Tarmey, founder and principal of 4M Design Group PA in Tallahassee, and his four-person team worked approximately 18 hour days for seven days in addition to the 120 hours logged just to design the house. In total, they dedicated an incredible 630 hours to the project in just one week. 
According to Tarmey, only one-third of the episodes that have run included an architect. This made the perfect opportunity for Tarmey and his team to go in and provide the critical input that only architects can offer. The inclusion of Tarmey resulted in the production company having not one, but two sets of complete plans to choose from that were personalized to fit the specific needs of the family members.

"One thing architects have to continue doing is giving back to the community," Tarmey said. "It may not pay the bills, but we need to do it because we have a very specific set of skills that can help people."

The hours dedicated to this project are now apart of the pro bono hours logged by Florida architects and firms for the 1% Program. This program, which was launched by Public Architecture in 2005, encourages architecture and design firms nationwide to pledge a minimum of 1 percent of their billable hours to pro bono service. One percent of a normal eight hour work day is 4.8 minutes, which over the course of a year, equals 20 hours. The overall effect that this program can have is tremendous. If every architectural professional in the U.S. committed one percent of their time to pro bono service, it would add up to 5,000,000 hours annually – the equivalent of a 2,500 person firm working full time for the public good.

Starting with its executive committee pledging 200 hours to the program in 2008, AIA Florida and other architects around the state have contributed nearly 8,500 hours from 55 firms and individuals. As part of the Association’s five year strategic plan, the ultimate goal is to get 40,000 hours pledged from the Florida/Caribbean region by 2012. 

###

The Florida Association of the American Institute of Architects, headquartered in Tallahassee, represents the interests of more than 3,700 members in Florida and the Caribbean. Members adhere to a code of ethics and professional conduct that assures the client, the public, and colleagues of an AIA-member architect's dedication to the highest standards in professional practice.
