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Pensacola Architect Takes the Reigns of Large State Association
Tallahassee – On New Year’s Day, Pensacola resident and architect Steve Jernigan, AIA, LEED AP officially became the 73rd president of the Florida Association of the American Institute of Architects (AIA Florida). Jernigan’s presidency marks 15 years since a Northwest Florida architect has led the 3,700 member organization.
During AIA Florida’s 2007 Annual Convention, Jernigan’s peers elected him as the 2008 president-elect, a post which led to his automatic elevation as the 2009 AIA Florida president. Since joining the organization in 1981, Jernigan has served in various capacities throughout the years. His leadership experience is vast and includes serving as president of AIA Florida Northwest; serving three years as an AIA Florida Northwest representative on the AIA Florida board; and serving as vice president of legislative and regulatory affairs in 2006 and vice president of professional development in 2007. 
“I am very excited about the ensuing year,” said Jernigan. “As one of the AIA’s largest state components, I want to continue building on the Five Bold Steps that AIA Florida outlined in our five-year strategic plan adopted early last year; address common interests and create alliances with other professions in the design/construction industry; continue providing maximum value for an AIA Florida membership; and position us as the recognized leader on all design issues, especially sustainable design, in the eyes of the public and elected officials.”
Jernigan is a graduate of Auburn University with bachelor’s degrees in both environmental design and architecture. He has practiced architecture in the Pensacola area since 1981, and has been a partner with Bay Design Associates Architects since 1992.

Additionally, he is a registered architect in Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Mississippi and Colorado; is licensed as a Florida interior designer and threshold inspector; and is a Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Accredited Professional (AP).
Jernigan will lead the fifth largest AIA state component throughout 2009. The association includes 13 local components situated regionally throughout the state and also includes components in Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. Memberships include registered architects, associate architects (those who have not earned a license yet), firm members, emeritus members and allied members. Please visit www.aiafla.org for more information.
###
Editor’s Note: A photo of Steve Jernigan, AIA, LEED AP is attached. Additional photos are available upon request. 

The Florida Association of the American Institute of Architects, headquartered in Tallahassee, represents the interests of more than 3,700 members in Florida and the Caribbean. Members adhere to a code of ethics and professional conduct that assures the client, the public, and colleagues of an AIA-member architect's dedication to the highest standards in professional practice.

