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AIA Florida Receives Top Award for Amendment 5 Fight
Tallahassee –The Florida Association of the American Institute of Architects (AIA Florida) recently received a Component Excellence Award from AIA National for its role in fighting off the controversial Amendment 5 from the November 2008 ballot. 
The award was presented at the 2009 AIA Grassroots, which is a leadership and legislative conference for AIA members. AIA Florida President Steve Jernigan, AIA, LEED AP; Executive Vice President, Vicki Long, CAE; and Director of Communications, Michele Straw accepted the award on behalf of the association.

“We are so pleased to have received this excellence award,” said Jernigan. “We have won numerous times over the years and each win serves as a testament to the hard work and dedication of our members and our staff.”

The Component Excellence Awards are intended to recognize best practices and ideas from components around the country with winning programs and shared via the AIA website. AIA Florida has won four component excellence awards in the last three years, and three of them for government affairs programs.
Titled “To Kill a Sales Tax,” AIA Florida’s entry fell under the Government Affairs: Single Program category. This category asks entrants to provide detail about a governmental affairs program that “has made exceptional contributions to the advancement of the AIA’s legislative or regulatory agendas through their work with their component, member group or the national AIA government advocacy program.”
If passed by voters, Amendment 5 would have created a $9-$11 billion budgetary hole in school funding, which many believe would have forced the Florida Legislature to fill it, with among other things, a tax on professional services. To fight the amendment, AIA Florida quickly joined forces with the Coalition to Protect Florida’s Economy, and issued an all out internal and external relations drive to ensure members and the public were aware of the problems this amendment posed. Members were galvanized and attended Taxation and Budget Reform Commission (TBRC) meetings, sent e-mails to TBRC members and attended statewide town hall discussions held by Sen. Mike Haridopolos. The amendment was ultimately removed from the ballot by the Florida Supreme Court, which found the ballot language to be misleading.
“AIA Florida’s commitment to the profession is evident in our work, programs and issues our members support,” said Long. “While we don’t do this for accolades, it is always encouraging and motivating when we receive recognition and support from our peers. We plan to continue our current efforts to fight legislation that may hinder our members from providing quality service to clients and to support legislation that protects the health, safety and welfare of Florida’s citizens—improving the built environment in which we all work, live and play.”
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